EXAMPLE OF CONSENT FORM

*Be sure to remove the yellow instructions on this form before you submit it to the IRB.* 
CONSENT FORM
You are invited to take part in a research study of ____ <Insert brief description of the study without using jargon.> The researcher is inviting ____ <describe who meets the inclusion criteria. (example: “divorced adults who are undertaking a career change”)> to be in the study. This form is part of a process called “informed consent” to allow you to understand this study before deciding whether to take part.
This study is being conducted by a researcher named ____<Insert researcher’s name>, who is a ____<Insert role such as undergraduate or graduate student or faculty member >at Milligan College  <If recruiting participants within the researcher’s own workplace, an additional statement is required: You may already know the researcher as a  ____, but this study is separate from that role.>
Background Information:
The purpose of this study is to ____Insert a brief description of study purpose –avoid use of technical terms or jargon.
Procedures:
If you agree to be in this study, you will be asked to: 
· ____Insert study procedures and estimate how long each procedure, survey, etc. will take, preferably as a bulleted list. Be clear about how many times data will be collected. 
· ____
· ____
Here are some sample questions:

____ For questionnaire/interview research, provide a  sample of 3-4 questions.
Voluntary Nature of the Study:
This study is voluntary. Everyone will respect your decision of whether or not you choose to be in the study. No one at ____ Insert all relevant institutions or agencies will treat you differently if you decide not to be in the study. If you decide to join the study now, you can still change your mind later. You may stop at any time. 
Risks and Benefits of Being in the Study:
Being in this type of study involves some risk of the minor discomforts that can be encountered in daily life, such as ____ Insert any relevant minor risks, such as fatigue, stress or becoming upset. Being in this study would not pose risk to your safety or wellbeing. If the study possibly involves more than minimal risk of harms that go beyond normal daily experiences, the preceding two sentences should be replaced with a tailored description of the potential harms of the study. If possible, describe “risks” in terms of both the estimated likelihood of harm and estimated magnitude of harm. 
Describe the study’s potential benefits without overstating the benefit to the individual. 
Payment:
Describe in detail any payment, thank you gifts, or reimbursements that you are providing to participants, or state that there is none. Excessive remuneration is not appropriate, but if there is a thank you gift, explain when/how the participant will receive it.
Privacy:
Any information you provide will be kept ____  Insert either the word confidential or anonymous (note that while anonymity is preferred, it only applies in studies in which no one, not even you as the researcher knows who participated, i.e. a survey with consent implied through completion of that survey). The researcher will not use your personal information for any purposes outside of this research project. Also, the researcher will not include your name or anything else that could identify you in the study reports. Data will be kept secure by____ Briefly describe security measures. Data will be kept for a period of at least 5 years, as required by Milligan College.
Contacts and Questions:
You may ask any questions you have now. Or if you have questions later, you may contact the researcher via ____ Insert researcher’s phone number and/or email address. If you want to talk privately about your rights as a participant, you contact the Milligan College Institution Review Board at IRB@milligan.edu. 
Insert the phrase that matches the format of the study: 
The researcher will give you a copy of this form to keep. (for face-to-face research) 
Please keep this consent form for your records. (for anonymous paper-based research)
Please print or save this consent form for your records. (for online research)
Statement of Consent:
I have read the above information and I feel I understand the study well enough to make a decision about my involvement. By  ____ Insert the phrase that matches the format of the study: signing below, clicking the link below, returning a completed survey, replying to this email with the words, “I consent” , I understand that I am agreeing to the terms described above.
Only include the signature section below if using paper consent forms.
	Printed Name of Participant
	

	Date of consent
	

	Participant’s Signature
	

	Researcher’s Signature
	


1 of 2


