
The Basic Imperative:
The Mood of Volition: Action depends on Choice 

(command)

(?response?)

                    
     

The Third Person Imperative:

 

What is the relationship?

Who is this?
What is response?

Speaker (1st Person) Addressee (2nd Person)
+ Subject of Response

Speaker (1st person) Addressee (2nd Person)

Subject of Response (3rd person)



Examples:

Third person as indirect form of second person imperative.
(and also as a emphatic object transfer by Signor)

John 14:1 Mh\ tarasse/sqw u(mw~n h( kardi/a
Do not *let* your hearts be troubled.

equals Do not be troubled (Mh\ tara/ssesqe)

Third person used to address some or all of a group (general command per Boyer)

Matt 11:15  o( exown w}ta a)koue/tw. 
The one who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

(and also seen a conditional use of 3rd person – see Signor’s classification)

Mark 8:34  Ei! tiv qe/lei o)pi/sw mou a)kolouqei~n a)parnhsa/sqw e(auto\n kai\ a)ra/tw to\n
stauro\n au)tou~ kai\ a)kolouqei/tw moi. “
If anyone wishes to follow after me, he should deny himself and take up his cross

 and follow me.”
equals Some or all of you should deny yourselves and take up your crosses and follow

me.

Third person as an object transfer, but retaining the 2nd person as subject:

Matt. 26:39 Pa/ter mou, ei) dunato/n e)stin, parelqa/tw a)p 0 e)mou~ to\ poth/rion tou~to.
My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me.

equals Take this cup from me.

Some examples subject transfers:
 
Plutarch lege/tw d 0 o( boulomenov kai\ peiqetw ton dh~mon.
Publicola 7:3 The one wishing should speak and persuade the people. 

(Brutus speaks regarding the condemnation of his sons and co-conspirators)
equals Speak up and persuade the people [if you wish]...

Plutarch o#pwv e#kastov au)to\v e(auto\n pe/peiken, ou#twv u(polmbane/tw.
Liberal Each one should take up (an idea) as he has become persuaded
Education
12.A.4
equals you (i.e. all of you) should retain what you are persuaded of. 



An example of inclusion of both 2nd and third person imperatives in prayer:

Joseph and Aseneth 9: 10-11

ku/rie o( qeo\v tou~ patro/v mou I)srah\l
o( u#yistov o( dunato\v tou~ I)akw\b
o( zwopoih/sav ta\ pa/nta
kai\ kale/sav a)po\ tou~ sko/touv ei)v to\ fw~v
kai\ a)po\ th~v pla/nhv ei)v th\n a)lh/qeian
kai\ a)po\ tou~ qana/tou ei)v th\n zwh\n
su\ ku/rie eu)lo/ghson th\n parqe/non tau/thn
kai\ a)nakai/nison au)th\n tw|~ pneu/mati/ sou
kai\ a)na/plason au)th\n th~| xeiri/ sou th~| krufai/a|
kai\ a)nazwopoi/hson au)th\n th~| zwh~| sou
kai\ fage/tw a!rton zwh~v sou
kai\ pie/tw poth/rion eu)logi/av sou
kai\ sugkatari/qmhson au)th\n tw|~ law|~ sou
    o#n e)xele/cw pri\n gene/sqai ta\ pa/nta
kai\ ei)selqe/tw ei)v th\n kata/pousi/n sou
    h#n h(toi/masav toi~v e)klektoi~v sou
kai\ zhsa/tw e)n th|~ ai)wni/w| zwh|~ sou ei)v to\n ai)w~na xro/non.

From St. Augustine, Sermon on the Mount,
chapter 5, 19
 “The first of all petitions is this: ‘Hallowed be thy name.’ The making of this petition does not
imply that the name of God is not holy; it is made so that this name may be held holy by men,
that is, so that God may become known to them in such a way that they deem nothing more holy,
nothing which they would be more fearful to offend.”
chapter 6, 21
(referring to the petition ‘thy will be done’)
“The meaning is this: May Thy will be done in Thy saints who are on earth, as it is done in Thy
angels who are in heaven. ...

But the petition, ‘Thy kingdom come,’ can also be rightly understood as meaning: May Thy
commandments be obeyed on earth, even as they are obeyed in heaven; that is to say, may they
be obeyed by men, evn as they are obeyed by angels.”



St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Mystagogigal Lecture 5, on “The Lord’s Prayer”

(12) “Hallowed be thy name.” ... we pray that the name of God may be hallowed in us: not that
from not being holy it becomes holy, but because it becomes holy in us when we are sanctified
[hallowed] and our actions correspond to our profession.”

(14) “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”... In effect, then, this is what is meant by this
petition: “As in the angels thy will is done, so on earth be it done in me, O Lord.”

St. Gregory of Nyssa, “The Lord’s Prayer”

“Therefore if I pray Hallowed be Thy Name, I ask that these words may effect in me things such
these: may I become through Thy help blameless, just and pious, may I abstain from every evil,
speak the truth and do justice.  May I walk in the straight path, shining with temperance, adorned
with incorruption, beautiful through wisdom and prudence. may I meditate on the things that are
above and despise what is earthly, showing forth the angelic way of life.  These and similar
things are comprised in this brief petition by which we pray to God: Hallowed be Thy Name.


