t's an appropriate

topic  for  academic

institutions, but a bit

antiquated and even
embattled in today’s socie-
ty.

For Christians in our
modern world, howwever,
acmdemic excellence 1s some-
thing to honor because it
furthers our ability to
understand and appreciate
our place in the world, it
enhances our ability to
lead a world that desper-
ately needs good moral
leadership, and it helps
establish the moral quality
of personal discipline.

Academic Excellence

Helps One Under-

stand and Appreciate
the World. Perhaps at the
very heart of our concept
of liberal arts here at
Milligan, we believe that
the more we learn about
the classic disciplines of
humanities and sclences,
the more we learn about
what it means to be
human.

And as we learn what
it means to be human, we
can better find our place in
the world in a way that
will be more fulfilling,
more productive, and ulti-
mately more effective —
both int our personal lives
and in vur public interac-
ton.

The last few vears |
have given a final lecture
in our Humanihes course
which addresses this gen-
eral subject: What Does Ilf
Mean to be Human? [
approach the subject from
a frankly theological
stance, yet seek to apply it
to the wide span of sub-
jects which make up our
curriculum at Milligan.

Briefly stated. [ argue
that to really understand
our humanity, we must

grapple with the concept “image of God,”
for the Bible opens with the fact that
humans were created in the image of
God, and in many ways closes with that
fact — Jesus is the perfect image of God,

by Dr. Mark Matson, Academic Dean
mmatson@milligan.edu

and we as Christians are asked to grow
up into Him who has shown God's nature
tor us most fully.

Well, what is the image of God?
There are numerous aspects of humani- ties.

ty's unigueness that can
claim to be facels of God's
image - the power tuo
manage the warld; the
ability to create new things
- - from cudimentary tools
to jet engines: the ability to
communicate and use lan-
guage to express our inner-
most ideas and feelings:
the constant drive to seek
meaningful relationships,
which of course includes
our families, but also
includes communibies,
societies, and all the other
soctal  interactions  that
make us more than simply
individuals.

Each of these features
of our innate humanity
reflects God's own nature:
His absolute power to cre-
ate and rule the world; His
own use of language per-
haps most vividly seen in
His speaking the world
into existence, and the fact
that His son is known as
the Word who was made
flesh; and His own love for
relationships that led Him
to send His son to die in
order to express His
absolute love tor us.

Each of these features
of humanity, however, has
been abused by us. We
have used our power to
despoil the earth and
enslave our fellow human
beings, even as we have
found untold riches and
productivity in the deepest
parts of the earth and in the
soil we tll.

We have  created
destructive  technology,
even while we push back
the bounds of knowledge
in order to save lives. Our
use of language has been
used fo divide, inflame,
and lead astray, even
though we have produced
Iyrical poems and thrilling
plays that help us under-
stand the impulses that
drive us. And we have

twisted our desire for relationships so
that we often use others, even while we
seek to create more functional commurni-
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As Christians in an academic envi-
ronment, we have the opportunity -
indeed the responsibility -— to explore the
history of our successes and failures to
better understand who we are as humans.
Can we understand the impulses that
drive us to distort the image of God, s0
that we can learn to avoid them? Can we
understand the positive forces in cur soci-
ety that find the likeness of Christ emerg-
ing in our very midst so that we can
amplifv and encourage them?

This, it seems to me, is the bright
hope of teaching the liberal arts, of explor-
ing the humanities, of mastering the disci-
plines of the natural sciences. By Jearming
more of our history, by exploring the cre-
ative impulses of art and literature, by
understanding the secrets of the mole-
cules and the complex organisms, we
learn more about our place in this world.
And this will make us more fully human,
more fully aware, more engaged with the
world and appreciative of the very gift of
life that God has given us.

Excellence in studying these subjects
opens up ways of understanding that
would simply be dosed off if we only
drift into life with our eves and ears
closed. And the greater the effort, the
greater the focus on thesc subjects
increases the payoff for a lifetime of liv-

ing, of working, of loving the manifold
gifts that God has graced us with.

Academic Excellence Trepares
2 Leaders to Shape Culture. Secondly,

and closely related to the foregoing
example, academic excellence in particu-
lar furthers the goal of Christian leader-
ship. As | have already suggested, the
image of God in our human existence is
easily bent to negative ends.

I believe it is our role as Christians to
lead the world toward a positive view of
human potential, one which is guided by
His word. We have attempted to summa-
rize this in a vision of what our task at
Milligan is: “Changing lives and shaping
culture.” These arc very bold words. Bui
we do believe that a Christian education
can do just that — change lives and shape
culture, towards a God-shaped view of
humanity. This is what we hope you —
our students and alumni — will do with
vour education — go out inte the world
and change it for the better,

But if you are going to engage the
powers that be in this world, the powers
that would distorl the gifts of God, then
more than simple platitudes will do. Tt
will take critical thought, an ability to
engage in the world of ideas, the ability to
speak boldly, to write clearly, to know

why vou think the thoughts vou think.
Only when you are prepared to engage
the world with the best tools of the critical
mind can vou truly lead the world, and be
able to influence it for the better.

And here is where academic excel-
ience serves the Kingdom of God. As you
focus on your studies in this cloistered
environment, you are gaining skilis in
critical thinking and communication. You
are gaining the tools you need o become
leaders and shapers of culture. Academic
excellence is not just about achieving
good grades, then. Il is about equipping
yourselves with the very armor of God.

Academic Excellence Develops
3 Personal Discipline. And finally, the

pursuit of academic excellence helps
each of us as individuals to learn the
value of personal discipiine, a quality
which will have long-lasting benefits in a
lifetime of “real world” pursuits. Even if
academia is somewhat removed from the
rough and tumble of daily work sched-
ules, jobs and careers, it actually provides
necessary character traits that serve well
for a whole lifetime.

As you have undoubtedly discov-
ered, good grades do not come easily.
Thev require work, time management,
the ability to stick to the fask of juggling

~ continued on page 9
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Carlene Eastridge {music) presented Musnc.au-oss

" the ‘cumiculum® 3t the Arts in Education Conference at
© thé Adelphiz Center in“Johnson City. She and John

Wakefield (music} preserlted a joint recital feaﬁmng
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more. information, mntar.t Pch@mHliga

Association of College & Schools anniia) meeting, the
Lound] :of Christian Collsges B Unlversities -annual
president‘s meeting, the #Appalachian ‘College
‘Agsociation” Financial Aid’ Summit, “the - Wharton
Enstitute for ‘Research oni’ ngher Education Forum;
and the Mountain States-Health Alliance board meet-

-. gpening address to the annuat conference of the

_-'rexas Baptist Christian Life Commission; was feature '

speaker at the Christian Campus Houses annual
southeast conference; and co-led a study on “Children-
“and Prayer” at Munsey UMC.

C.harlene Kiser (humanities) co-designed the new
Writing Across the Curriculum website for the
Appalachian College Assodation.

Phil Kenneson (theology and philasophy) defivered a
- paper.at the annual meeting of the American Academy .
" of ‘Refigion in Denver, C€O; led a conference fnr”
. Preshyterian ministers in Dallas, TX; presented “Which

Public? What Kind of Presence?”at the "Public |
..Presence Symposium : at the Church of God
** Theological Seminaty in Cleveland, TN; defivered the

ducted " clinics and | concerts “at” Furman,. Brevard,
" Cumberiand, and the University of Miama, Ohic,and™ > " -
* published a recent article 'on jazz educahcn in the L

Norl:h Carohna Musu: Educators Journai

" John Simonsen {HPXS) attended the annual meet-
ing of the Southeast chapter of the Amencan College

-of Sports Medlcne in Aﬂanta

John Wakeﬂeid (muslc) attended ﬂ1e winter board

* meeting of MacMurray Coliege in IL. -

I nitlesfﬁngl “prasented * .
".'Talldng Heads and_inmrﬁm Godel's Theonem and
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“Academic Excellence” —
continued from page 7

multiple subjects and requirements. As
many students find, innate intelligence is
probably less important in college than
learning how to do the work. We increas-
ingly are finding that a high school g.p.a.
s a better prediclor of student success
than ACTs or SATs. Why? Because it prob-
ably tells more about a student’'s work
habits — habits which become even more
important in the college environment.
Academic excellence is usually a sign
of discipline, of hard work, of attention to
detail, of following through on assign-
ments and tasks. ] am reminded that in
my Ph.l). program, my advisor noted that
many bright graduate studenis never
comp]ete their degrec because they can-
not finish the dissertation. The disserla-
ton ts 90 percent perspiration, and only
10 percent inspiration. In the same way,
vour pursuit of academic excellence is
doing as much to prepare you by causing
you to perspire. And this discipline of
hard work will pay off in a lifetime of
cfforts — personal and professional.

to vou students and alummni

ACADEMIC
S Owho have shown that you can
achieve Acadcinic Lxcellence, 1

say congratulations. You have chosen the
better path. You have laid the foundation
for a fulfilling, effective, and disciplined
life. You have, T would suggest, heeded
the admonition of the author of Proverbs:

My clald, if you accept my words and
treasure wpr my commandments within you,
making your eor attentive fo wisdon, inclin-
g your heart fo understanding;

if you indeed cry ouf for insight, and
raise your voice for understanding;

if you seek it ke sifver, and scarch for if
as for hidden treasures —

then youw will understand the fear of the
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.

For the Lord gives twisdony from his
mouth come knowledge and wnderstanding. B

Mark Matson holds a Ph.D. frorn Duke
Unliversity and previously served as assls-
tant director of administration at Duke’s
Sanford Institute of Public Policy. He has
taught at Duke, Abllene Christian
Universlty, Milligan and Emmanuel Schoot
of Religlon. He has been academic dean
and vice president for academlc affairs at
Milligan since 1999,

rayer Counctl

;?leas_e keep Milligan College in

our 5__rayers! If you would like to
join '_"_ur prayer council and get
:regg.f_f'a.r updates about the col-
_':_le_gé?_:s._:__specific needs and the
excm‘ng things God is doing °
iére, please let us know by
'_ ailing 'your name to us at

) rcouncil@milligan.edu.

place and community;
* Jeanes

N ﬁrsmg grads maintain:
100% pass rate

W For the third year ina row, Mllhg n's gradu- -

ating BSN class received 2 100 percent first-
time pass rate ‘on ‘their nationat licensure -
exam. The Tennessee Board of Nursing, which
granted Milligan full approval of its program in
December 1999, requires that 85 percent of an
institution's nursing graduates pass the exami-

leaders who prov: e' outstandlng examples of_
just that= Christian Jeadership in ‘the work: - -
said . Presndent ‘Don -

ed it said Melinda Coflins, director of Milligan's'
Bachelor of Scnence-m Nurs:ng program, "“We

v The sucmss  of the program has ied to an?
enrollrnent that.will -double the: ‘number - of;
gmduates ready tu enter prachce overthe next
severai years. .

. _19 named-to_Who"TS' Who

‘W Nineteen Miliigan students have been seler:t-
#d as national outstanding campus leaders and-

“named to the 2002 edition .of WhoS Who
. Among Students in American Universities And

* based on their acadernic achievermnent, service
to the community, ieadership in exiracurricutar
actvities and potential for continued success:
Natalie Black, Kevin Bobrow, Danigl Dabney,
taura Danhauer, Pedro Figueira, Misty Fry,
Couriney Gardner, Rebecca Gootee, Ashiey

Colleges, The following students were selected

Holtiman, :Nevan Hookez. Anna Lee 30hn90n,}e.-“ -

RebeocaiueMer, Porta Mortison, | Andrew_. ;

much as,$2 m‘ﬂilon to lmprove:rts oore ability to
‘train‘a hew generanon of Christian leaders for .
s church and society,

students to consider their vocationat ‘choices in

- light of their faith as they grow inteliectually

‘and- spiritually,” said president Don Jeanes. TWe -

. "want students to explore their vocationa) choic-

es from the pérspective of a ‘calling to ministry
- — regardlﬁs of the specrﬁl: F eld they thl uih- '
mately enter” :
© This progmm will be a stmng complement
to the $800,000 “Youth in Ministry” Lilly grant
that- Milligan is already implementing in part-
nership with Emmanuel School of Religion.
That program is aimed at reaching high schoa!
students with a similar emphasis of viewing
their vocational calling as ministry.

“"Gur goal is fo-provide a cohesive way for -



